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Some impartial Thoughts on 
the Moollen Manufattu- 
YIES. | 
0 much having been faid, e- 
l ſpecially within theſe fix or ſe- 
ven Years paſt, on the Woollen 
Manufaturies; it may ſeem 
X needleſs to touch any more up- 
on a Topick which ſome People may think 
is worn quite Threadbare, eſpecially as all 
the Noiſe made about it has hot yet been a- 
ble to procure a Remedy to the Evil com- 
plained of. But, in my humble Opinion, 
this is the very Reaſon that ought to induce e- 
very Lover of his Country to throw in his 
Mite towards obviating an Evil which ſtares 
us in the Face with Deſtruction. A True 
Patriot ought never to deſpair of the Com- 
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mon- Wealth, and we have leſs Occaſion to 
deſpair of it now than we have had for ma- 
ny Years before (notwithſtanding the mon- 
ſtrous Power of our Enemies) conſidering 
what a noble Stand our Repreſentatives have 
made this Seſſion, and with what Wiſdom 
and Reſolution they have exerted themſelves 
in removing the Author of moſt of our 
Calamities. Theſe Confiderations, together 
with the other Good Effects we may hope 
for from an independent, uncorrupted Senate, 
have prevailed upon me to offer my 
Thoughts, ſuch as they are, on the Woollen 
Manufaturies, by adding one Pamphlet 
more to the manx Pieces already publiſhed 
on this Subject. | 
As a Well Wiſher to the Woollen Trade, 
on which the Proſperity of the Britiſh Em- 
pire depends, I have conſtantly attended 
theſe ſeveral Years to every Eſſay publiſhed 
on the Woollen Manufacturies, and always 
had the Satisfaction to find that every Wri- 
ter who has handled this Subject agrees, that 
the Exportation of our unmanufactur'd 
Wooll is the Cauſe of the Decay of the 
Woollen Trade, and that if a Stop be not 

t to this pernicious Practice, it will infal- 
libly bring on, ſoon or late, the total De- 
ſtruction of this Nation. 


The 
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The Errors and Overſights which moſt of 
theſe Writers, if not all of them, have fal- 
len into, have been another Incentive to 
make me attempt ſomething on this Subject, 
which I have choſe to do by Way of Re- 
marks on their reſpective 8 In 
this Eſſay I ſhall point out thoſe Errors to 
the beſt of my Judgment, and leave the 
Impartial Reader to cenſure me as he pleaſes 
for the Miſtakes I may be guilty of myſelt 
while I pretend to ſet others Right. 

But tho' the Neceſſity of keeping our 
Wooll from Foreigners is a Thing allowed by 
all Parties, as well as by all Writers on this 
Subject, yet as ſome of the latter haye in- 
duſtriouſly labour'd to make the Quantity 
of Wooll grown in theſe Kingdoms appear 
to be not near ſo conſiderable as others have 
done, very probably with a Deſign to make 
the People leſs anxious to ſee a Stop put to 
its Exportation, I ſhall ſet this Point in a 
Light in which none of the Authors I am 
going to remark upon have conſider'd it, 
and endeavour to come as near the Truth 
as can reaſonably be expected in Calculations 
of ſo uncertain a Nature. 

Sir William Petty, an Author who had 
as thorough a Knowledge of the Strength 
and Riches of his Country as any Man in 
his Time, computed the Wooll of England 
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at 96 Millions of Pounds, which at 249 
Pound to a Pack, make 400,000 Packs, 
Since his Time ſuch great Improvements 
have been made in England in the Breeding 
of Sheep, that we may fairly ſuppoſe the a- 
bove Quantity is increafed by one Fourth, 
which makes it at preſent 500,000 Packs. 

The ſame Author, in his political Ana- 
tomy of Ireland, wrote in the Year 1672, 
computed the Sheep of that Kingdom at 4 
Millions, which might produce about 
50,000 Packs, | 

It is to be conſidered, that ſoon after Sir 
William. made his laſt Survey af Treland, 
the Jriſb began to mend and encreaſe conſi- 
derably their Breed of Sheep, and in a few 
Years had made a pretty good Progreſs in the 
Woollen Manufacturies; till, at laſt, upon 
the Senſeleſs Petitions of the Cloathing 
Towns in England, out came the fatal Act, 
in King William's Reign, which diſabled 
the Iriſb from either bringing their Woollen 
Goods to England, or exporting them to fo- 
reign Markets. In ſo deplorable a Dilem- 
ma, they had no other Way left but to ſell 
their Wooll to any Nation that would give 
the beſt Price for it. Before that Act paſ- 
ſed the French indeed, uſed to get ſome 
Wooll from Ireland; but afterwards they 
ſound the Way to come at it in ſpite of the 
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hotteſt War between Britain and France 
and in ſpite of all the Penal Laws we could 
make to prevent its Exportation ; and it is 
not improbable that Reſentment in many of 
the 1r:/b, for being deprived of the Liberty 
to make the moſt of the Product of their 
Country, put them rather upon encreaſing 
than any Way leſſening the Number of their 
Sheep, as the beft Method they could think 
of to make the Engh/h repent of the In- 
juſtice they did them, and bring them down 
to their Terms by re-eſtabliſhing the Wool- 
len Manufacturies in that Kingdom. How- 
ever it be, almoſt every Man of tolerable 
Obſervation that has been an Eyewitneſs of 
the preſent State of that Country, makes it 
an even Queſtion, whether it does not pro- 
duce as much Wooll as England, and none 
deny that it produces at leaſt half the 
Quantity ; therefore I will ſet down 300,000 


Packs for Ireland: Thus the Growth of 


the two Kingdoms will be 809,000 Packs. 
This will be farther illuſtrated by the fol- 
lowing Calculation which I have taken from 
a Weekly Journal that made its Appearance 
in the Year 1735, under the Title of The 
Cuſtom Houſe Mercury, and lived but a very 
ſhort Time. The Author of that Paper 
built his Calculation on this Foundation, 
The Number of Acres of Land in = 
E : 
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land and Vales (ſays he) are eſtimated at 
39 Millions, 34 of which are eſteemed 
Arable, Paſture and Meadow Ground: 
With the Foreſts, Moors and Commons 
improved out of theſe 34, we will deſire 
only 30 Millions, on which we ſuppoſe 
Sheep have their Food. One half Part of 
this Land, I dare ſay, is Arable, but ſtill 
relieves the other Part in ſome Seaſons of 
the Vear as a Sheep Paſture, either with 
Turneps, Graſs Seeds, or Stubble-Her- 
bage: Then I may be bold to ſay, take 
the Sortments together, we may allow 
* one Sheep to be maintained upon 
each Acre; we may likewiſe allow 


each Shorn Sheep produces, upon a Me- 


dium between the ſmall ones and the 
large ones, four Pounds of Wooll, which 
amounts to 500,000 Packs, each Pack 
containing 240 Pounds.---The Jriſb Pro- 
duce of Wooll is eſtimated at 300,000 
Packs, which makes in all 800,000 
Packs.” 

This Author takes no Notice of the 


Wooll of Scotland; but I preſume he in- 
cludes it in the 500,000 Packs which he ſays 
grow in England and Wales; my Reaſon for 


which is, that Eng/and and Wales contain 


but 


* This is a very moderate Calculation, for one Acre ot 


good Paſture will maintain five Sheep. 
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but 24 Millions of Acres, and as he reckons 
39 Millions of Acres he muſt needs include 
Scotland; and this ſeems to be the true 
State of the Caſe, when we conſider that 
Ireland, according to the exacteſt Calculati- 
ons, contains little more than 17 Millions of 
Acres. However, as Sir William Petty com- 
puted the Wooll of England at 400,000 
Packs, and as we may very well ſuppoſe 
that it has encreaſed by one Fourth ſince 
that Time, and that Scotland may produce 
one Fourth of the Growth of England, it 
will follow that the whole Produce of the 
three Kingdoms is 92 5,000 Packs. 

As all the Writers on the Woollen Manu- 
facturies agree that the French and other Fo- 
reigners cannot do us any notable Prejudice 
in that Branch of Trade, without the Help 
of our Wooll, it is needleſs to enter into a 
Detail of the ſeveral Sorts of Goods which 
they make either by mixing our Wooll with 
their own, or working it up by jitſelf: There- 
fore, I ſhall chiefly * myſelf, in my 
Remarks on their Pamphlets, to their Pro- 
poſals for retrieving the Woollen Trade, and 
the Methods which ſome of them have ta- 
ken to gain their Ends; and, at the ſame 
time take Notice, by the Bye, of their Cal- 
culations of the Wooll grown in Great Bri- 
tain and Feland. In this Work I ſhall go 
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(3 
ho farther back than the Year 1735, fince 
which Time Complaints have been con- 
ſtantly made about the Decay of the Wool- 
len Manufactures; and divers Schemes of- 
fered to recover that almoſt totally loſt 
Branch of Trade. Wherefore I begin with 
the Gol DEN FLEECE, being the Firſt in 
Order of Date. 1 
The Author of that Piece ſeems to have | 
gone to Work with an honeſt Intention, 1 
and has well enough ſet forth the vaſt Im- 
portance of the Woollen Manufacturies to 
this Nation, tho' he had the Misfortune to 
be miſtaken in his Notions in regard to the 
Methods to be taken for retrieving them. 
As to the Quantity of Wooll grown in 
Great Britain and Ireland, he computes it \ 
at 800,000 Packs, but does not ſhew the 
Grounds of his Calculation: He. alſo fays 
that it is a received Opinion that the French 
get zoo, ooo Packs of it yearly, which I am 
afraid is but too true. | | 
Among other Cauſes of the Decay of the 
Woollen Trade, he reckons the Exportation 
of Woollen Goods thoroughly manufactured 
in Ireland to foreign Parts, and then obſerves 
that every Pack of Wooll manufactured in 
that Kingdom is almoſt the ſame Loſs to the 
Britiſh Manufacturer, as if worked up in 
foreign Countries. But, with his —y 


[9] 
I muſt ſay this is abſolutely --falſe; for, if 
Ireland adds anything to our Strength, then 


the richer the Jriſb grow, the ſtronger mult 
Great Britain, provided always, that it be 


evident their Riches are not acquired at our 


Expence. One Pack of Wooll exported 
from Ireland to France, works up another 
Pack or two of French Wooll with it, and 
the Manufacture, whether it be inferior or 
equal to ours, will nevertheleſs find a Vent 
at ſome foreign Market on account of its 
Cheapneſs; ſo that 'here is a double or a 
treble Loſs to England + But if that Pack 
of Wooll had been manufactured in Tr-land, 
the Profit would have been gained by our 
own Subjects, and: the greateſt Part of it 
center at laſt in Eng/and, as being the Seat 
of Empire. Indeed, the ſtrongeſt Objec- 
tion that caf be brought againſt this Argu- 
ment is; that it is very dangerous to let 
Ireland grow rich, leſt the ſhould ſhake off 
the Yoke. The fame Argument may be 
urged, by every wicked, corrupt, avaricious 
Miniſter, againſt letting any Nation what- 
ſoever grow rich, leſt it ſhould riſe up againſt 
its Sovereign. Now, Experience has juſt 
ſheya us that this inhuman Maxim will ne- 
ver anſwer the End of its Advocates and 


Supporters. The Genius of Britain has 


triumphed at laſt over a Miniſter that 
C ſeemed 
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ſeemed to have made it his whole Study to 
make Beggars and Slaves of his Fellow Sub- 
jets. But while we have freed ourſclves 
from one Sort of Oppreſſion, can we expect 
to thrive by oppreſſing our Fellow Subjects 
in Ireland. If we are a tractable People 
when well uſed, but never at reſt till we 
have cruſhed our Oppreſſors, is it not rea- 
ſonable to fuppoſe that They, being much 
the ſame Sort of People, will copy our Ex- 
ample as far as Time and Opportunity per- 
mit them? Nay, if we attend to the Cha- 
raQer given of them by the beſt Authors, 
there is perhaps more Reaſon for us to fear 
their Reſentments, than any ambitions Mi- 
niſter has to dread ours: Yet tho' theſe Au- 
thors deem them implacable Enemies, they 

alſo reckon them the warmeſt and beſt of 
Friends? conſequently we have nothing to 
fear from them, if we ufe them in the Man- 
ner which good Policy and Humanity dic- 

tate to us. But to return to our Author. 
His Scheme for preventing the Expor- 
tation of Wooll is built upon a wrong, as 
well as a dangerous Foundation, as he pro- 
Poſes it ſhou'd be managed by Officers under 
the Crown, who muſt regiſter the Wooll 
from the Sheeps Back to the Manufacturer. 
Though we have got rid of one bad Mini- 
ſter, yet we cannot in common Prudence 
put 


E 

ut ſo weighty a Concern as the Woollen 
Manufacturies under the Direction of a ſort 
of Exciſe-Officers, leſt ſome future evil 
Miniſter (for with ſuch England has been 
curs'd in almoſt all Reigns) ſhould by ſuch 
an Acceſſion of Power as this dangerous 
Scheme would bring to him, be able to 
compaſs what a Series of 20 Years Bribez 
and Corruption could not effect. He is 
together as wrong in his Notions for ap- 
pointing twenty-four Regiſter Ships ({till un- 
der the Direction of the Crown) to bring 
over all the raw Wooll, Worſted and Yarn 
of Ireland, which is not wanted for Home- 
Conſumption, inſtead of the three Men of 
War and eight armed Sloops ſtationed on 
the Coaſt of that Kingdom to prevent the 
Running of Wooll? As his own Experience 
and Obſervations might have taught him 
that no manner of Benefit accrued to Bri- 
tain, by ſtationing thoſe Ships on the 
Iriſh Coaſt, I wonder how it came into his 
Head, that appointing twenty-four Veſſels 
for that Service would mend the Matter 
much. Moreover, it ſoon appear'd that 
theſe three Men of War and eight armed 
Slbops did more harm than good to Great 
Britain, as they were an Expence to the 
Nation, and as the French got alto- 
gether as much Wooll from Ireland as 
2 C 2 ever, 
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ever, and at a cheaper Rate too, which I 
make out thus: Before that w/e Regula- 
tion took place, the 1r;/þ uſed to carry Wooll 
to France in their own Bottoms, and take 
Money in Return for it, along with ſuch 
Goods as they had occaſion for; but ſince 
that Time they have been forced to keep at 
home, and the French now come to fetch 
away the Wooll themſelves, upon Pretence 
of fiſhing on the Coaſts, and give the 1r:1/þ 
what Traſh they pleaſe in licu of it; in the 
mean Time no J1ri/þ Ship dare ſtir out of 
Port with Wooll, if any of the ſtationed 
Ships are at hand, net they know how to 
ſtrike a Bargain with the Captains of them, 
who on their Part dare not ſearch a French 
Ship on the Coaſt, though they have certain 
Information that ſhe is loaded up to the 
Hatches with Wooll, becauſe the French 
Court, forſoq:h, would demand Saligfaction 
for the Inſult offered to his Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty's Flag. 

His Propoſal for allowing the Importa- 
tion of Ji Wooll, Worſted and Yarn 
into Great Britain Duty free, would not 
anſwer the End of keeping it from the 
French; for as that Nation can work cheap- 
er than the Eng/z/h, ſo they will always be 
able to give a higher Price for theſe Mate- 
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[ rials than we can, and yet ſell their Goods 
- cheaper at foreign Markets. | 

U I agree with him that the 1ri/þ ought to 
e be encouraged in the Fiſheries; but ill 
1 ſuch Encouragement will not be an effectual 
e Means to retrieve the Woollen Trade. As 
t their Country is formed by Nature for 
h Wooll, they will always think chemſelves ill 
e uſed as long as they are not allowed to make 
h the moſt of that Product; ſo that if we 
e don't ſtrike at the Root of the Evil, the 
of French will undoubtedly always bid higher 
d for the Wooll of Ireland than the Engliſh 
70 


Manufacturer can, and, conſequently, can- 
1 not fail for coming in for a large Share of it: 


h For let us ſuppoſe, for Argument Sake, that 
in all the Proteſtants of Jreland ſhould content 
ie | themſelves with a Price for their Wooll ſome- 
ch thing lower than the French would offer for 
2 | it, we can't expect that the Papr/ts of that 
in | Kingdom would do tlie fame; becauſe 
France has ſettled too good a Correſpondence 

a- | with the latter, and becauſe tis very much 
rn to be feared that their religious Principles 
ot | would always induce them to ſell their 
he Wooll to the French, even tho' we ſhould 
p- | bid as high for it as that Nation. For theſe 
be Reaſons, I think the moſt effectual Method 
e- to prevent the Running of Wooll from that 
ils Kingdom, is to make it the Intereſt of ng 
| | N | ro 
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Proteſtants and Papiſts to keep it at home, 
which I am afraid the Generality of them 
never will do, unleſs we give them Leave 
to manufacture it and export it directiy to 
Foreign Markets. 

As to his propoſing the Encoura ment 
of the Linnen Manufacturies in Ireland, it 
is what I likewiſe agree with him in; but 
muſt obſerve that all the Encouragement we 
can give the Iriſh in that Branch of Trade 
will not effectually ſtop the Running of 
Wooll from that Kingdom. The 16th Part 
of their Land is ſufficient to raiſe Flax for 
all the Demands they can ever have for their 
Linnen, becauſe almoſt all Nations in Eu- 
rope have Linnen enough of their own ta 
ſerve their Turn, and there is no Demand 
for that Commodity in Perfia, India, China, 
&c. Holland, in 5 will always vye 
with the Iriſh at Foreign Markets: So that 
the Linnen Manufactures of Ireland will be 

very little better than a home Conſumption, 
notwithſtanding all the Encouragement 
we Cap give them. 

I have dwelt the longer on the Golden 
Fleece becauſe that Pamphlet was frequently 
recommended in the Dazly Poſt, went 
through three Editions: But the Reaſon of 
its being ſo often recommended in that Man- 
ner proceeded from this; that the Author of 


the 
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the Daily Poſt had his Hands tyed at that 
Time by an Information in the Court of 
King's Bench againſt him, which prevented 
his Writing fo the Pure e in ſo material an 
Article as the Woollen Manufacturies. This 
I thought proper to mention for the Sake of 
ſome People, who might be ſtrongly prepoſ- 
ſeſſed in favour of the Golden Fleece, ſeeing 
it recommended by ſo acute a Writer; but I 
muſt alſo add, by the Bye, that he only a- 
dopted ſuch Parts of it as ſhewed the vaſt 
Importance of the Woollen Trade, and ne- 
ver vindicated the Author's miſtaken No- 
tions, h , 

The next Pamphlet that comes under 
Conſideration is Mr. Munn's Journal, pub- 
liſhed in the Year 1738, under the Title of 
Obſervations on Britiſh Wogll and the manu- 
facturing of it in this Kingdom, with Re- 
marks on the Wooll-and Woolten Manufactu- 
ries of France, Flanders and Holland. This 
Perſon was purpoſely fent over by the Go- 
vernment to inſpect the State of the Wool- 
len Manufacturies abroad, and make them a 
Report of the Matter, Aecordingly, he 
kept a Journal of his Obſervations abroad, 
which he communicated to the Miniſtry at 
his Return home; and from that Journal, 
which, tis ſaid, got into other People's 
Hands at laft, the Pamphlet now under Con- 


-  fideration 
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fideration'was publiſhed, much againſt the 
Author's, as well as the Miniſtry's Will. Be 
that as it will, he has given us ſuch an Ac- 
count of the Woollen Fabricks in France, 
as cannot but make every thinking Briton's 
Blood run cold in his Veins, as it plainly 
"ſhews that the French get our Wooll in ſuch 
vaſt Quantities, that they are not under a 
Neceſſity of working up two Packs of their 
Wooll with one Pack of ours, as moſt Wri- 
ters on this Subject have aſſerted. That 
they were obliged to do fo in the Beginning, 
is what I don't doubt in the leaſt, becauſe 
they could not then get our Wooll in ſuch 
Quantities as they have done fince ; and ano- 
ther Argument that Goods made with two 
Thirds of French Wooll and one Third of 
urs, could never have ſunk the Demand 
for ours ſo prodigiouſly at Foreign Markets, 
1s, that in the Infancy of their Woollen Ma- 
nufactures nothing leſs than the Example of 
Lewis XIV. himſelf could prevail upon the 
French Nobility and Gentry to wear them. 
| Munn gives us no Calculations of the 
Quantity of Wooll grown in Great Britain 
and Ireland, nor of the yearly Value of the 
Woollen Manufacturies, nor the Loſs which 
it may be ſuppoſed we ſuſtain by the Ex- 
133 of the Wool: Nevertheleſs, he 
las ſaid enough to make us ſenſible that the 
10777 2 7 Woollen 
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Woollen Trade is more valuable than any 0- 
ther Branch, and that we muſt be utterly 
undone if no Methods are taken to recover 
it out of the Hands of our irreconcileable 
hereditary Enemies, For this Purpoſe he 
propoſes a Scheme at the End of his Pam- 
phlet, which is defective in this; that it lays 
a great Burthen on the Subject to defray the 
Charge of Regiſtring the Wooll from the 
Sheep's Back to the Manufacturer: He has 
likewiſe fallen into the Yulgar Error in re- 
gard te Ireland, and ſuppoſes that the 1r:/þ 
would be content to be only Sinners to the 
Engliſh in the Woollen Manufactures. As 
to his Notion of giving the Members of Par- 
liament Power, in. their reſpective Coumies, 
over the Commiſſioners, Sub-Commiſſioners 
and Clerks employed in the Regiſtry, z. e. 
to inſpect all their Proceedings, to turn them 
out in Caſe of Malepractices or Neglect of 
Duty, and to appoint others in their Room; 
there does not ſeem to be much Danger in 
it: But, then, it ſuppoſes that a// our Re- 
preſentatives will ever be Men of great Vi- 
gilance and ſtrict Integrity, and that they 
will likewiſe be able to diſcharge this Office 
during their Attendance in Parliament. At 
preſent great Benefits might, indeed, be ex- 
pected from ſuch a Regulation, defective as 
it is; but had it taken Place ſome Years a- 
D 80, 
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go, when the Majority of them were at the 
Devotion of a Miniſter, juſtly ſuſpected of 
having run himſelf too far into France's 
Nett, I fancy the French would not have 
found themſelves much the worſe for it. 
What has already happened may ſometime or 
other happen again; therefore it is dange- 
rous to truſt to ſuch an Expedient. 

The next Pamphlet on the Woollen Ma- 
nufacturies is Mr, Webber's Five Letters 
printed in 1739, giving a fhort Account of 
the State of them from the Peace of Rys11ck 
to that Time. This Piece anfwers its Title 
very well, and ſufficiently accounts for the 
Great Decay of this Branch of Trade : Yet 
I muſt beg Leave to make one Remark up- 
on it. In his ſecond Letter, page 6, he in- 
forms us, upon the Credit of a noble Peer, 
© a true Patriot of his Country, who took 
the Pains, for the Publick Good, to pro- 
cure an Eſtimate of the Number of the 
* Poor on the Pariſh Rates in England made 
about 4 Years ago (in 1735) that it a- 
mounted to one Million four hundred 
© Thouſand, of which Number Zoo, ooo 
* were reckoned to be Orphans and Perſons 
* incapable of Work, the remaining 
© 1,100,000 fit for Labour,'-----This, I 
muſt own, I cannot eaſily comprehend. I 
believe it will be reckoned a pretty high 
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Computation to ſuppoſe there are 8,000,000 
of Souls in England and Wales: Now, ac- 
cording to this Eſtimate of the Poor on the 
Pariſh Rates, every Sixth Perſon muſt be 
Beggars and a Burthen to their Country, the 
contrary of which, I think, is obvious to a- 
ny Man of the leaſt Obſervation, Not that 
I am inſenſible that our Poor are vaſtly en- 
creaſed of late Years by the Decay of Trade : 
It is a Truth that will not admit of the lcaſt 
Contradiction: We feel the Burthen of them 
with a Witneſs. But Iam apt to think that 
either the noble Peer, or Mr. Webber, was 
miſtaken as to the Number; for it would 
be unfair to ſuppoſe that they would willing- 
ly impoſe upon the Publick in this Article, 
becauſe the Low Condition of the Woollen 
Trade is ſo notorious, that there is no Neceſ- 
ſity for exaggerating Things in order to 
raize up the Nation to retrieve it. 

In the ſame Page there is a very material 
Paragraph which I ſhall tranſcribe here at 
full Length, and, after making propet Re- 
marks upon it, proceed to another Piece, 

The Year before the Peace of Ryſicł, 
* fays Mr. Webber, the Engliſh, jealous leſt 
* Ireland, by being able to work Woollen 
* Goods cheaper than they could do, would 
* by that Means ſupplant them in foreign 
* Markets, took the following Occaſion to 
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cramp their Free Trade with other Na- 


tions, which they then enjoy'd. England 
having reduced Tre/and, and reſtored to the 


Proteſtants their Eſtates, at that Time in 
the Hands of the Popiſts, the 1ri/h agreed 


to pay three Millions of the nine Miilions 
Expence which that Expedition coſt Eng- 
land; but finding it difficult to raiſe the 
Money, it was agreed between them that 
England ſhould bear that whole Expence, 
and that Ireland ſhould lay a Tax of four 
Shillings in the Pound on all the Woollen 


Goods exported to Foreign Markets. Up- 
on this England became fearful that the 
. riſh, not having, as before, the Oppor- 


tunity of their Foreign Trade, might pre- 


judice the Eugliſb Manufacturies by im- 


porting Woollen Goods to England cheap- 


er than we could have made them here: 


And, therefore, they prohibited the Im- 


portation of Woollen Goods from Ireland 
to England, except only to the five Wooll 
Ports, and ſubjected all ſuch Goods to Du- 


ties laid on them by antecedent Acts; the 


Conſequence of all which was this; the 


- four Shillings in the Pound, laid by the 


Tri/h Parliament on all Woollen Goods ex- 
ported from Jreland to foreign Markets, 
made it impracticable for them to deal 
with other Nations, while the Duties laid 


7 


Bott 
by the Engliþ Parliament on all ſuch 
Goods imported from thence to England, 
* made it as impoſſible for them to deal up- 
© on Terms of any Profit with us.'---This 
was a notorious Cheat put upon the 1r:/h. 
England had a much greater Intcreſt in re- 
ducing Ireland than the Majority of the In- 
habitants of that Kingdom could fairly be 
ſuppoſed to have; becauſe, if the Old Irifh 
had prevailed, Ireland muſt have remained 


either in the Hands of King James, or in 


thoſe of France; if King James had re- 
mained in Poſſeſſion of it, it is highly pro- 
bable that he would have been able in Pro- 
ceſs of Time to recover either England or 
Scotland; but if the French had ſeized upon 
it, Lewis XIV. would infallibly have be- 
come Uni verſal Monarch in Europe. For 
theſe Reaſons England ſhould have chearful- 
ly offered to bear the whole Expence of the 
War in Ireland, and not have drawn the 
Iriſh into a Snare, by pretending to eaſe 
them of a preſent Burthen in Conſideration 
of their becoming Beggars hereafter. This, 
I take to have been the Deſign of England ; 
but, indeed, it may be ſaid, that if the Act 
was voluntary on the Part of Ireland, the 
Iriſh ſold their Britiſb Right for a Meſs of 
Porridge ; but whether they freely parted 
with it or not, as dear bought —— 
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has convinced us of the ill Conſequence of 
it, we mult freely reſtore it to them. 

As to the Scheme annexed to this Pam- 
phlet for ſtopping the Exportation of Wooll, 
I ſhall fay nothing to it in this Place, be- 
cauſe it was very much improved after- 
wards in another Piece publiſhed laſt Year, 
of which Notice ſhall be taken in order of 
Date” - apt 

About the Month of March 1740. a 


Pamphlet was publiſhed, intitled, (Confide- . 


rations on the Importance of the Woollen Ma- 
nufacturies &c. By Jobn London. This Au- 
thor ſeems to have a true Senſe of the Va- 
lue of the Woollen Trade, and has given us 
an ample View of the vaſt Riches the Hem- 
mings acquired when the Woollen Manufac- 
turies flouriſhed among them, the great Dit- 


ference between the Condition of the In- 


habitants of French Flanders, where they 
now flouriſh, and that of. the People of the 
Auſtrian Netherlands, and the prodigious 
Improvements in Agriculture and many 
Branches of Trade in England ſince the E- 
ſtabliſhment of theſe Manufacturies here; 
all which Examples prove how much it be- 
hoves us to preſerve them as carefully as the 
. Apple of our Eye. 

This Piece, however, is not without its 
Faults. The Author ſuppoſes that the French 
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get yearly 500,000 Packs of Wooll from 
Great Britain and Ireland, and that they 
work up a Million and a half of Packs of 
their own Wool with them. It is not at all 
improbable that ſo much may be yearly ex- 
ported from Great Britain and Ireland, tho' 
not all to France : But, ſuppoſe the French 
really get ſo much of our Wooll, it will not 
follow that they work up 1,500,000 Packs 
of their own with it, becauſe their Country 
does not produce near the Quantity, 

In his Obſervations upon French Flanders, 
he tells us that the Inhabitants of Liſſe boaſt 
of receiving yearly from Cadiz no leſs than 
between three and four Millions Sterling. I 
am apt to think there is but too much Truth 


in it, and am confirmed in the Opinion by 
the Teſtimony of the Miniſterial Writers 


themſelves, who urged, when the laſt glo- 


rious Convention was made with Spain, that, 
in caſe of a War with that Crown, we could 
not attack the Galleons nor Flota, becauſe 
two Thirds, or at leaſt one Half, of the Ef- 
fects in them belonged to the French. Now, 
it is evident to every Man converſant with 
Trade, that France has not Objects of Com- 
merce of her own ſufficient to give her ſo 
large a Share in the Galleons and Flota, there- 
fore, ſhe muſt be indebted to the Products 
of other Countries for it. No Nation _ 
rt 
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Earth is ſo well formed by Nature for 
driving Trade with the Spaniards as the 
' Britiſh Dominions : Conſequently if France 
has crept in for #wo Thirds in the Galleons 
and Hota, it argues that ſhe has prodigiouſly 
encroached upon our Trade in general and 
the Woollen Manufacturies in particular, and 
is ſufficient to filence all thoſe Miniſterial 
Tools and French Emiſſaries, who would 
fain perſwade us that the Damage we ſuſtain 
by the Exportation of our Wooll to Fo- 
reigners 1s not near ſo conſiderable as we i- 
magine, and not worth quarrelling with 
France about it. | 

I am very far from diſputing with Mr. 
London, that there are a Million, or there- 
abouts of Packs of Wooll grown in Great 
Britain and Ireland: This I have made pro- 
bable enough in the Beginning of my Piece. 
But I conceive that the Method he took to 
demonſtrate it, has made the Fact ver 
doubtful in the Opinion of many People. 
He ſays It appears by the Toll Books that 
© 36,000 Sheep and Lambs are week] 
brought into Smithield Market for Slaugh- 
© ter to ſerve London, within the Bills of 
Mortality. Now allow 6000 of theſe, 
* throughout the Seaſons, tobe Lambs, and 
© that there are 30,000 ſlaughtered one 
* Week with the other, then the reſt of 

| Eng- 
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* England is generally computed to contain 
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about ſeven Times as many Inhabitants as 
London, within the Bills : But ſuppoſing 
it contains only fix Times as many, and 
that accordingly there are 210,000 Shee 
ſlaughtered in Eng/and weekly; and like- 
wiſe that four Years Sheep are kept for 
Stock, or that there are always in Bein 
four Times more than are thus ſlaughter- 
ed, as is uſual with Sheep Maſters to com- 
pute, and allowing every Sheep, one with 
another, to bear four Pounds of Wooll, 
and every Pack to weigh 240 Pounds, then 
the Yearly Wooll of England, according 
to this Computation only, amounts to 
728,000 Packs. 

© Now in the Country throughout Eng- 
land, People feed as much on Fleſh as in 
Town, and drinking leſs, they generally 
exceed them in the Quantity they eat. | 
Some of his Antagoniſts have challenged 


him to prove that there are 36,000Sheep and 
Lambs brought weekly into Smithfield Mar- 
ket, and I don't find that he has been able to 
clear up this Point fully in his Anſwers to 
them. For my Part, I always looked upon 
this Fact to be ſo trifling in its Nature, that 
I never gave myſelf any Trouble to enquire 
into the Truth of it : For, let it be granted 
that 36,000Sheep and Lambs are ſlaughtered 
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weekly within the Bills of Mortality, tho' 
not half of them may be brought to Snith- 


feld Market, the Conſequence drawn from 


it by Mr. London will not ſtand the Teſt up- 
on a ſtrict Examination; becauſe, how much 
ſoever the Country-People may exceed the 
Inhabitants of the Metropolis in the Quan- 
tity of Fleſh they eat, it does not follow that 
they eat as much Mutton as the latter, 
Beef, Bacon and Pork being their common 
Fare. 

Neither can the Wooll of Ireland, by the 
ſame Rule, amount to half the Quantity 
grown in England, becauſe that Kingdom 
does not contain half the Number of the 
Inhabitants in England, nor do they feed 
upon Mutton ſo much as the Engliſb do; 
and yet that is the leaſt Quantity of Wooll 
that can be allowed for Ireland: But for the 
great Quantity of IJriſb Wooll I have alrea- 
dy aſſigned other Cauſes, and no doubt but 
that live Sheep are exported from that King- 
dom: Mr. London has alſo lately aſſerted, 


that they export the Carcaſſes of Sheep ſalt- 


ed. However it be, T muſt conclude, that 
the Calculation built upon the Quantity of 
Mutton ſuppoſed to be conſumed within the 
Bills of Mortality, had better been let alone, 
becauſe it has afforded a Handle for a great 
deal of Wrangling, and proves little or no- 

thing 
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thing at all, If Mr. London could not hit 
upon a better, he ought to have done as o- 
thers did before him, 7. e. follow the receiv- 
ed Opinion that Great Britain and Ireland 
produce 800,000 Packs of Wooll. 

A few Months after the Publication of 
Mr. London's Piece, out came a Pamphlet 
under the Title of The Conſequences of 
Trade, &c. By a Draper of London. This 
Piece, as far as it relates to the Woollen 
Manufacturies, is built upon Mr. London's 
Pamphlet and Mr. Webber's Five Letters, 
and 1s an extraordinary, if not a compleat 
Piece in its Kind. The only Fault I can find 
with it, if it may be deemed a Fault, 1s, 
that the Style and Method of it favours too 
much of the School, which perhaps has 
been the Occaſion of its making leſs Im- 

reſſion on many People than it might have 
done, had it been writ in the Style of a Mer- 
chant or a Gentleman of a freer Education. 
The Author has indeed, appealed more than 
once to the great Run it had, as an Argu- 
ment of its Excellence; but for my Part, I 
make it an even Queſtion whether its great 
Run was not as much owing to the Recom- 
mendation of the Authors of ſome politi- 
cal Papers, as to its own Intrinſick Merit. 
But not to be overnice in this particular, it 


- certainly deſerves to be read, and was very 
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ſeaſonably publiſhed, in order to awake the 
Nation to a true Senle of its Intereſt, 

In regard to the Narrative- of the Steps 
taken Mr, Webber to get an Act of Parlia- 
ment to confirm and enforce the Charter 
granted by his Majeſty to the ſaid Mr. Web- 
ber and Company, for preventing the Ex- 

rtation of Wooll, Iam ſenſible that ſome 
impartial well meaning Men have cenſured 
the Draper for being ſo ſevere in his Reflec- 
tions upon the late Miniſter, It is certain, 
ſay they, that Mr. Webber met with a great 
deal of foul Play and Double Dealing from 
the Miniſtry, notwithſtanding which he 
ought to have avoided flying in their Face 
and expoſing them, as it was not the readieſt 
Way to promote his Scheme. That Mr. 
Webber being Inventor of ſo beneficial a 
Scheme, he naturally expected to name the 
Patentees that were to be employed in the 
Regiſtry and Charter for ſtopping the Ex- 
portation of Wooll : But that when his Ad- 
vocate had made ſo open and fo vigorous an 
Attack upon the Miniſtry, it muſt of courſe 
have made them think that Mr. Webber 
bore them no more Good Will than the 
Draper did; and, conſequently, whether 
they were inclined or not to ſtop Wooll, 
it could not be reaſonably expected that they 
would doit in his Way: Or, ſuppoſing that 
they E 
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they ſhould reſolve to put his Scheme in Ex- 
ecution, they would undoubtedly take Care 


that he ſhould not have the Naming of the 


Patentees, for fear he ſhould take in Men as 
much diſaffected as himſelf appeared to be. 
That it would have been ſufficient to ſet 
forth the vaſt Importance of the Woollen 
Trade, ſhew the great Decay of it, and 
then prove that Mr. Webber's Scheme for a 
Regiſtry in Charter would effectually 
retrieve it; becauſe, if the Miniſtry were 
reſolved to ſteer ever fo upright and honeſt a 
Courſe for the future, they could not but 
chuſe to exclude from the Management of 
the Regiſtry for the Wooll any Man, or Set 
of Men, who ſhould diſcover the leaſt Incli- 
nation to thwart their Meaſures in any Shape 
whatſoever. That if the Patentees were 
to be intirely independent of the Crown, 
as they undoubtedly ſhould be, they ought 
likewiſe to be no Party Men; and, there- 
fore, that it was quite imprudent to ſquint 
in the leaſt that Way. As to any Aſperſions 
that might have been levelled at the Miniſtry, 
by the Authors of any publick Papers, for 
their ſeeming Reluctance to put a Stop to 
the Running of Wooll, they allow that it 
would be unreaſonable to lay the Blame up- 
on Mr. Webber, ſuch Writers having always 
made it their Buſineſs to find Fault —_— 
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Adminiſtration in this Article, as well as in 
almoſt every Part of their Conduct. 

In Anſwer to all this it may be faid, that 
Mr. Webber's Patience was quite exhauſted 
by nine Years fruitleſs Application, attended 
with a great Expence, to get his Majeſty's 
Grant of the Charter confirmed to him by 
Act of Parliament: That he had too plainly 
diſcovered the Deſign of the Miniſter, which 
was, to get a Regiſtry eſtabliſhed for the 
Wooll, and to have all the Perſons employed 
in it, from the higheſt to the loweſt, im- 
mediately under his Thumb: And that from 
his Conduct in other important Afﬀairs, both 
at home and abroad, it was too evident that 
he had not the Intereſt of his Country at 
Heart, but was only intent upon converting 
to his own piivate Ends every Project that 
might be offered for ſaving the Nation. 

Marrers flanding ihus, what could Mr. 
Webber do? To apply again to the Miniſter, 
or. co the Paririment, would have been to 
as litile Purpoſe as before: Therefore, he 
had no other Way left, but to lay open his 
Cale to the Pa blick, in order to convince 
the whole Nation that he had no latent 
Views in his Scheme, and that the only Rea- 
ſon why it was not accepted ſeveral Vears 
before, was, becauſe it did not ſquare with 
the Deſigns of the Miniſter. This, I think, 

is 
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is ſufficient to juſtify the Neceſſity of the 
Narrative annexed to the Draper's Pam- 
phlet. I ſhall now come to the Scheme it- 
ſelf, which was publiſhed about ſeven Months 
after, and make but one Remark upon it, 
which I think may contribute to render it 
perfect. ; . 

As to the Method of regiſtering the 
Wooll from hand to hand, till it appears to 
be thoroughly manufactured, ſo as not to 
be reduced into Wooll again, I humbly ap- 
cr that no reaſonable Objection can be 

rought againſt it. 

In order to ſecure the Scheme againſt any 
Abuſes that may creep into it hereafter, Mr. 
Webber is certainly right in propoſing that 
the Patentee's Place in every County ſhould 
be held by Himſelf, his Heirs and Aſigns 
for ever, But at the ſame time that he pro- 
poſes they ſhall be intirely independent of a 
Prime Miniſter, I think it is likewiſe neceſ- 
fary to debar them of any Opportunity of 
becoming ſerviceable to him, which will al- 
ways be the ſureſt Way to keep them inde- 
pendent, as they cannot, in ſuch a Caſe, 
hope for any other Support but what their 
upright Management will intitle them to 
from the Nation. It is to be preſumed that 
their Places would be profitable enough to 


put them above Temptation, eſpecially as 


they 


[ 32 ] 
| | || they are to deſcend to their Heirs and A4ſ- 
Wh figns for ever, unleſs they forfeit them by 
1 Miſdemeanors: Nevertheleſs, as Experi- 
| ence has too fatally convinced us that Men of | 
is ample Fortunes will ſtoop to the moſt de- 
1 | ſtructive, dirty Jobbs, for Sake of fatiating | 
their Avarice, or gratifying their Luxury, 


| 
| without the leaſt Concern about the Evils 
which their infamous Drudgery may intail 
| upon their Poſterity, I would humbly pro- 
| poſe that a Clauſe be inſerted in the Mooll- 
Bill to diſqualify the Patentees from having 
| Seats in Parliament: In ſuch a Caſe a cor- 
, rupt, wicked Miniſter could have no Occa- 
| fion for their Services, a Seat in the Houſe 
: | | being the ready Way to a Place or a Penſion | 
| under ſuch Adminiſtrations, If, for the 


Sins of this Nation, any future evil Mini- 
ſter ſhould be able to ſecure a Majority in 
the Parliament in his Intereſt, yet he would | 


Ea not dare, with that mercenary Band, to op- 
© Fil preſs the Patentees for faithfully diſcharging ; 
7 the Truſt repoſed in them, notwithſtanding 
1 any ſecret Engagements he might be under 
to France or any other foreign Court, for 


fear of drawing the Reſentments of the 


1 whole Nation upon himſelf, as it would be 
0 too apparent, in ſuch a Caſe, that he meant 
= to betray his Country by giving up her 
| Trade to Foreigners: But if the 1 RN 
em- 


1 
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themſelves ſhould ever be amongſt that Ma- 
jority, the Miniſter would then be able, 
wich their Aſſiſtance and that of his other 
mercenary Tools, to oppreſs the Woollen 
Manufactures, monopolize the Trade, ſell 
the Wooll to the French, and ruin his Coun- 
try: All hopes of calling the Patentees to an 
Account would be quite loſt, becauſe it 
can't be ſuppoſed that they would ever vote 
againſt themſelves. For theſe Reaſons, it 
is requiſite that the Patentees ſhould ſtand on 
their own Bottom, by being debarred from 
all Opportunities of Gr the Turn of a 
Miniſter, which cannot effectually be done 
without excluding them from a Seat in Par- 
liament, and alſo from any Place of Profit 
under the Crown. The Patentees being thus 
left independent and unſupported, and having 
nothing but their honeſt Management to 
depend upon for the Places they hold, it is 
but juſt and reaſonable, as Mr. Vebber propoſes, 
that they ſhould have Power to appoint the 
proper Perſons to ſerve under them in the 
Regiſtry, and to turn them out for Breach 
of Truſt or Neglect of their Duty. 

Very ſoon after Mr. Webber's Scheme had 
made its Appearance, a Pamphlet was pub- 
liſhed under the Title of Remarks upon I. 
and the Draper's Pamphlet. This is the 


Performance of a miniſterial Tool, who being 
F conſcious 
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conſcious that he could not demoliſh Mr, 
Webber's Scheme, was forced to content 
himſelf with nibbling at one which he had 
publiſhed about 18Months before, and which 
was indeed defective, it having been only 
intended for a Sketch of what might be done 
towards keeping our Wooll at home. This 
infamous Drudge finds great Fault with Mr. 
Webber for being of Opinion, that it may be 
neceſſary to encourage Ire/and in the Woollen 
Manufacturies; but it is in this that the 
Excellency of that Gentleman's Scheme 
chiefly conſiſts. A Regiſtry in Great Bri- 
tain alone would not put an effectual Stop 
to the Running of Wooll ; and a Regiſtry 
the 1ri/þ ('tis very much to be feared) would 
not ſubmit to, without having leave to ma- 
nufacture their own Wooll for foreign Mar- 
kets. The reſt of his Blunders and knaviſh 
Inſinuations I paſs over for brevity Sake, eſ- 
ially as they have been taken Notice of 

in a Pamphlet publiſhed by Mr. London laſt 
Spring, and in another wrote by the Draper 
a few Months after. As to the Piece of Mr. 
London's, I ſhall paſs it by, as it is not writ 
with that Perſpicuity which ſo important a 
Subject demands, tho' it muſt be allowed to 
be a better Reply than his Antagoniſt deſer- 
ved. To ſpeak the Truth, this Gentle- 
man has very juſt Notions of the Woollen 
Manu- 
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Manufacturies, and even ſeems to be Maſter 
of his Subject ; but, as an Allay to this, his 
Thoughts are delivered in ſuch a perplexed 
intricate Turn of Phraſe, that he is extreamly 
tireſome to any Reader that does not arm 
himſelf with that Patience and Attention 
which ſo important a Subject requires. It 
were to be wiſhed that he joined Conciſe- 
neſs and Accuracy to his Indefatigableneſs in 
the Cauſe. 

As to the Draper's Reply to the Remarker 
on the Conſequence of Trade, &c. a nice Cri- 
tick may find many Faults in it; tho' it 
muſt be owned that in the main, he ſpeaks 
very much to the Purpoſe. His Addreſs 
to the Citizens of London in particular, pre- 
fixed to the Piece, was a Thing abſolutely 
neceſſary to fupport the Cauſe he was de- 
fending; but I could wiſh it had not been 
drawn up quite fo cavalierly. It is true, 
indeed, that at a Time of ſuch imminent 
Danger, when the Example of the City of 
London might go a great Way towards ſaving 
the Nation, the Draper may be excuſed for de- 
livering his Sentiments to them in that plain, 
blunt, ſtrong Manner, which ſome _— 
cannot reliſh, When there is any likely- 
hood of gaining a Point without having Re- 
courſe to ſuch a Method of Addreſs, I hum- 


bly apprehend that an Author ought to ma- 
F 2 nage 
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nage his Expreſſions ſo as to pleaſe all Par- 
ties if poſſible, or at leaſt give Offence to 
none. Thoſe who were ſenſible that Mr. 
Webber” Scheme is ſafe and practicable, would 
undoubtedly have reliſhed any Advice tend- 
ing to make them declare ther Approba- 
tion of it, in a publick Manner, and peti- 
tion the Legiſlature to have it put in Execu- 
tion: But in regard to ſuch as might be 
prejudiced againſt it, or never took Time to 
conſider the Merits of i it, it was neceſſary to 
addreſs them with the utmoſt Moderation 
and Politeneſs, it being the ſureſt Means to 
rouſe them up from their Indolence or con- 
out their Prejudices. Whether the Addreſs 

in Queſtion promoted or hurt Mr. Webber's 
Cauſe (I may fay the Nation's Cauſe) 1s 
more than I can tell as yet: Time alone 
will beſt diſcover it. 

There are two or three Paſſages in the 
Body of this Piece, which I apprehend may 
prove of no Service to the Cauſe which the 
Author has taken ſo much Pains to recom- 
mend and defend; but I ſhall not point 
them out at preſent; if Mr. Webber ſhould 
miſcarry this Seſſions, it will then be time 
enough explain myſelf, 

The next Piece I am ta touch upon is 
intitled, Confiderations on ſeveral Propoſals 
for preventing the Exportation of Mooll; by 

| | a ©- 


LEY 
2 Member of the late Parliament, This 
Gentleman has illuſtrated Mr. Webber's 
Scheme, and given undeniable Arguments 
for the Neceſſity of Regiſtering the Wooll 
in order to put a Stop to its Exportation, and 
why ſuch a Regiſtry ought not to be com- 
mitted to the Management of Perſons de- 
pendent on the Crown, or, more properly 
ſpeuking, the Miniſter, He has alſo embel- 
liſhed his Pamphlet with ſeveral curious Ex- 
tracts from Authors who complained very 
early of the Running of Wooll to foreign 
Parts, and the great Decay of the Woollen 
Trade. The only Thing which I apprehend 
he is faulty in, is, for having ſaid too much: 
Not that I mean Mr. Webber's Scheme will 
not bear the Light, or that it can be too far 
explained; all that I wou'd inſinuate is, that 
it was, perhaps, too ſoon to explain it fo 
much as he has done in one Particular. 
However, the Upſhot of the Affair will 
ſhew whether my Apprehenſions are ill 
grounded or nat: In the mean Time T hear- 
tily wiſh I may be miſtaken. If the 
Scheme does not take Place, it will in all 
Probability, be owing to the narrow, ſel- 
fiſh Way of Thinking of certain Sets of 
People, who know not what it is to ſa- 
_ erifice a little paltry Gain, which they can 


voy 
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very well do without, to the Good of the 
whole Community. 

The next Piece, according to the Order 
of Date, which I muſt remark upon, is 
wrote by one Cooper, and is intitled, A ſhort 
Eſſay upon Trade in General, but more en- 
larged on that Branch relating to the Woollen 
Manufatturies of Great Britain and Ireland 
Kc. This Author addreſſes his wretched 
Performance (the very worſt that ever ap- 
peared on this Subject) to the Lords Com- 
miſſioners of Trade and Plantations. 

Tho' the whole Scope and Deſign of this 
Pamphlet is to leſſen as much as poſſible the 
Value of the Woollen Manufacturies, and, 
at the ſame time throw as much Dirt as he 
can on Meſſieurs Webber, London and the 
Draper, yet he has inadvertently advanced 
a Propoſition in his third Page, which gives 
up the Argument to thoſe whoſe Errors he 
pretends to detect. He there tells us, that 
if but 20,000 Packs of Wooll, inſtead of 
500,000, are annually exported, the Na- 
tion would ſuffer more than a Million Ster- 
ling Loſs. Now, if Great Britain and Ire- 
land produce about a Million Packs of 
Wooll, as tis highly probable they do, and 
yet ManufaQture but half that Quantity, it 


follows, from this Writer's own Eſtimate of 


the Loſs ſuffered by the Exportation of 
70,000 
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20,000 Packs, that we loſe yearly 25 Mil- 
lions Sterling. | 

Page wy, is very ſmart, I mean in his 
low dull Way, upon Mr. Webber in regard 
to his Calculations of the great Loſs Great 
Britain has ſuſtained, and the immenſe 
Gain accruing to France from the Exporta- 
tion of our Wooll. To fay that Mr. Web- 
ber is infallible in thoſe Calculations, would 
be paying him too great a Compliment, 
Whatever the Profit may be which France 
makes by our Wooll, it muſt needs be very 
great ; otherwiſe, how could ſhe have been 
able to carry on ſo many Intrigues all over 
Europe, and ſecure ſo many Courts in her 
Intereſt ? All her flattering deceitful Speeches 
and ſpecious Promiſes never could impoſe ſo 
long upon the World, without that more 
erg perſwading Gold, which is not to 

had in France without Trade, and not in 
Plenty enough to carry on thoſe grand De- 
ſigns without the Woollen Trade. 

By his national Reflections in Page 19 and 
40, which ſeemed to be levelled at Mr. 


Mebber, he has plainly diſcovered himſelf to 


be a Scoundrel. 
His Calculations of the Wooll of Great 
Britain and Ireland, grounded upon the 


Quantity of Soap and Candles made in 
England 


are not worth attending to, as be- 


ing 


Wo BIR. 
ing the idleſt fillieſt Way of going to Work 
in this Affair, and ſeem to be deſigned meerly 
to impoſe upon ignorant unwary Readers, 
However, without deſcending to Particu- 
lars, I ſhall fum up his whole Calculation, 
which ftands thus. The Value of all our 
© Wooll and Labour is, - - 6,317, 1500. 
© For home Conſumption, - 1,000,000 


© Remains for foreign Export, 5,317,150. 


As he reckons the Number of Inhabitants in 
Great Britain and Ireland to be about ten 
Millions, I appeal to every reaſonable Man 
whether (according to this Scriblers Calcu- 
lation of the Value of the Woollen Manu- 
facturies) two Shillings Worth of Wooll 
and Labour will ſuffice to cloath every Per- 
ſon, taking one with the other, for a whole 
Year, | 

As to the Method he propoſes for pre- 
venting the Exportation of our Wooll, I pals 
it by, as not deſerving the leaſt notice. It 
is ſufficient to obſerve that he would have 
the Exciſe Officers employed in their Bu- 
ſineſs, as Aſſiſtants to a new Set of Mini- 
ſterial Placemen, under the Denomination of 
Inſpectors or Superviſors of Wooll. 

Page 59, he is very angry with Mr, Lon- 
don for ſaying, that the Woollen Manufactu- 


ries 
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ries are more valuable than all our othet᷑ 
Branches of Trade put together, and im- 
mediately the Dunce goes about demoliſhing 
that Aſſertion: But never did any poor 
Wretch more betray his Ignorance, or con- 
ſummate Impudence, than he has done in 
this Caſe. In order to prove that Mr. Lan- 
don is wrong in this Propoſition, he produces 
an Inſtance in regard to Jreland But pray 
take his own Words, for they certainly de- 
ſerve to be recorded. It's computed, ſays 
* he, that we have had for ſome Years paſt 
about 20,090 Packs of Ir:/þ Woollen and 
* Bay Yarn, which are fold on an Avarage 
for 10d. per Pound, vis. 120, oool. and 
* that they bring over 1r:/þ Linnens to the 
Amount of zoo, ooo J. annually; fo the 
Manufacture of Linnen is four Times the 
Value of the Yoollen.'----Surely he ima- 
gined the honourable Board of Trade had 
no more Brains than himſelf, when he ven- 
tured to lay ſo wretched a Calculation before 
them, and todraw ſo falſea Concluſion from it. 

Like many other Wrongheads, or deſign- 
ing Knaves, he is furiouſly Angry with the 
Draper for aſſerting, that England has only 
diſtreſſed herſelf by cramping the 1ri/þ in 
their Trade; and for this, as well as other 


Things, he lards his whole Book with ſuch 


Reflections on Him, as any Man, but a tho- 
G&- rough 


— — — — — — 
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rough-paced Knave, or an egregious Raſcal, 
would have been aſhamed to make uſe of, e- 
ſpecially in ſo publick a Manner, That he 
was a Tool, of the late Miniſtry, is what I 
can by ncMeans believe, tho' I am conſcious, 


at the ſame time, that the French Court 


would never employ a Man of ſo weak | 


Capacity, how much ſoever they might find 
his Heart inclined to Miſchief: I am rather 
apt to think that he engaged as a Volunteer 


againſt Mr. Webber and the Draper, in | 


hopes that his good Services might intitle 


him to a Place, which I don't doubt but even 


our late Miniſter himſelf had Senſe and 
Honour enough to refuſe to ſuch a dirty 
ſhameleſs Blockhead. 


I am ſenſible that I have tired the Rea- | 
der's Patience in dwelling ſo long upon this | 


paltry knaviſh Performance: Wherefore, I 


take my Leave of it, and proceed to a Pam- | 


phlet lately publiſhed, intitled An Eſſay 79 


prevent the Exportation of Wooll, and re- 


trieve the Woollen Manufacture of England, 
By Cornelius Strongcaſtle. This Piece is 
wrote artfull enough; but in ſpite of all 
his Cunning, the Miniſterial Tool betrays 
himſelf in divers Places. 

In his firſt Paragraph he owns, that the 
Woollen Manufactures are Golden Mines; 
that for many Vears paſt they have produced 
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us between 8 and 10 Millions per Annum ; 
and that the Loſs of part of them has bur- 
thened this Kingdom with a Multitude of 
unemployed Poor,---- This is a great Con- 
ceſſion from a Man that propoſes nothing to 
retrieve thoſe Manufactures, 

In order to ſhew his extenfive Knowledge 
of his Subject, he gives us the following 
Cauſes of the Decay of the Woollen Trade. 

1. * From the great Importation of Cot- 
* ton, which has been. the primary Cauſe of 
the Exportation of our Wooll, for many 
* Manufactures are now made out of Cot- 
* ton, which formerly were made from 
* Wooll, &c.“ To obviate this, he pro- 
poſes the laying a higher Duty on Cotton, 
That we havean Inſtanceof the pitiful Shifts 
which deſigning Men are drove to, when 
they want to impoſe upon the Publick in this 
important Affair. For my Part, I take the 
Defigns of Foreigners upon our Trade to 


have been the primary Cauſe of the Expor- 


tation of our Wooll. The French Court 
being ſenſible what vaſt Wealth the Wool- 
len Manufacturies brought into this King- 
dom, long ſince reſolved to fight us with our 
own Weapons, and, therefore went about 
ſtealing or buying (call it which you pleaſe) 
our Wooll, and ſet up the Woollen Manu- 
factur ies among her own People. This was done 

i e ſoon 
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ſoon after the Reftoration of King Charles 
the Second, and may ſerve as a full Anſwer 
to this Writer's primary Caule. 

2. From the Importation of Ruſſia 
© D-abs.' To obviate which he would lay 
a high Duty on that Manufacture. Thus 
every Little helps to puzzle the Matter. 

3. From the Importation of Scotch and 
© Iriſh Worſted Varn.“ To prevent this 
Inconveniency he ſays, We had better give 
them Fifiy per Cent. Advance for their 
© Woull, than either to let them export 
their Yarn, or ſell their Wooll to the 
* French and other Nations; for fince they 
© are not permitted to export their Woollen 
© Manufactures, tis but reaſonable we ſhould 
© buy the Overplus of their Wooll which 
© they can't uſe themſelves;' — Our Author 
ſuppoſes here that the Scots are cramped in 
the Woollen Trade, the contrary of which | 
he might have known had he conſulted the 
Articles of the Union between the two W 
Kingdoms. As to his Propoſal to give the 
Iriſh Fifty per Cent. more for their Wooll, 
it wou'd not anſwer the End; becauſe the 
French would not fail to bid a little higher 
for it, rather than be without it; and any 
Body that knows the Difference between 
the Price of Labour in England and France, 
muſt be ſenſible, that let us adyance the 
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Price of Wooll ever ſo high, if ſome other 
Methods are not taken to keep it at home, 
the French will always find Ways and Means 
to come at it, and yet go to foreign Mar- 
kets with Woollen Goods cheaper than we 
can do. | | | 
The 4th Cauſe of the Decay of the 
Woollen Trade, he ſays, proceeds From 
the French and other Nations increaſing 


and berg their Woollen Manufac- 


* turies, from the Exportation of our Wooll, 
and Inſtructions of our Workmen, who 
* at the Concluſion of the laſt War with 
with France, when the Army was diſ- 
* banded in Flanders, went and ſettled in 
* France and other Countries; for many 
of the Soldiers were brought up in the 
* Woollen Manufacture. — You, ſee he is 
willing to muſter up Cauſes enough. But 
I muſt put him in mind again, that 
the Woollen Manufacturies were eſta- 
bliſhed in France long before King Wil. 


Jiam's and Queen Anne's Wars, How- 


ever, I own, that thoſe Wars gave a great 
Blow to her Manufacturies, becauſe they 
cut off her Communication, Trade and 
Correſpondence with theſe Kingdoms, ex- 
cept the Method ſhe hit upon to get Wooll 
from Treland towards the middle of Queen 
Anne's War, which had not happened had 

not 
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not the Jriſb been cramped in thelr 
Trade, i 

5. From the corrupt Practice of ſtretch- 
ing a Piece of Cloth from Forty-ihree 
or Forty-four Yards to near Fifty.“ 

6. © From taking out the fineſt of the 
* Woopll, and felling it abroad to the great 
Prejudice of the Manufacture, which 
* has been practiſed by ſome Manufactu- 
? rers themſelves,'----This Charge againſt 
the ManufaQturers is purpoſely brought in 
to give a Sanction to the only Ojection 
he makes to Mr. Vebber's Scheme. 

* Laſtly, From the great Conſumption 
*. of printed Linnen and Cottons.“ Where. 
fore he would lay a high Duty on the 
Goods. For my part I am humbly of Opi- 
nion, that if we can keep our Wooll at 
home, it will not ſignify much what forts 
of Manufactures are worn in theſe King- 
oms. If Foreigners can't get our Wooll, 
there muſt be a Demand for the whole 
Manufacture abroad and at home: Now in 
ſuch a Caſe, the leſs Woollens we wear at 
home, the more Profit will accrue to us, pro- 
vided, that what we wear in lieu of them, 
whether it be manufactured at home or not, 
comes cheaper to us than Woollen Goods, 

Page , he very juſtly obſerves that * it 
ss as plain and demonſtrable a Truth as 
any 


by 


-- 


F. 
* any in the Mathematicks, that we can 
* ſell the whole Growth of our Wooll, 
* when manufactured, becauſe tis now ſold 
by other Nations and ourſelves, when tis 
* wrought -up'----This cannot be denied; 
therefore, he need not be in any pain left 
the Wooll now fold to Foreigners ſhould re- 
main for a Year or two a dead Weight up- 
on the Nation, till the Trade can be reco- 
vered. When ttis ſo plain, that there muſt 
be a Demand for the whole Growth of our 
Wooll, there will not be wanting private 
Perſons that will have Senſe and Money 
enough to buy up large Stocks of Wooll, as 
ſoon as they ſee an effectual Stop put to 


its Exportation, from the certain Proſpect 
that the Price of it will conſiderably advance 


in a Year or two. Thus, by this Conceſſion, 
which the force of Truth has extorted from 
him, he has intirely demoliſhed his fine 
Scheme for enabling the Government to 
buy up all the Wooll at an advanced Price, 
leſt it ſhould fall too low upon a Stop being 
pu to its Exportation. The Manufacturer, 

e ſays, may exchange Goods for Wooll 
with the Government or pay for it in Money, 
if he pleaſes: He alſo tells us that the Ma- 
nufacturer may likewiſe buy his Wooll of the 
Farmer or Sheepmaſter, provided he gives the 


ſame Price as the Government does, and goes 


to ſuch Markets as ſhall be appointed for 
{#lling 


. 
* 
1 
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ſelling Wooll. This is in plain Engliſh, thaf 
the Manufacturer may deal with the Farmers; 
if the Government does not buy up a// the 
Wooll;. So that if ever we ſhould becurſt again 
witha rapacious deſigning Miniſter, the Wool- 
len Manufacturers would immediately become 
downright Slaves to the Crown, and the 
whole Nation too in a ſhort Time after. 
Indeed, to give an Air of Popularity to this 
enſnaring Project, he luggs 4 City of Lon- 
don into the Affair: But I ſhould be very 
loth to truſt even that worthy Corporation 
with ſo weighty a Concern as the whole 
Woollen Trade; becauſe, tho' we might, 
perhaps, be pretty ſafe, as to their preventing 
the Exportation of Wooll to the utmoſt of 
their Power, yet common Prudence forbids 
us to put it in the Power of any Set of Men 
to monopolize our moſt valuable Branch of 
Trade, 

Of all Mr. Webber's Antagoniſts none has 
paid him ſo great a Compliment as the 
Author now under Conſideration. He 
finds but one Defe& in his Scheme for re- 
giſtering the Wooll, which is this: That 
* after the Wooll has paſſed through ſeve- 
© ral Hands, and regiſtered, there remains no 
* Certainty to the Nation, that the laſt 
* Perſon who is charged with that Quantity 
* of Wooll upon the Regiſtry, manufac- 
* tures it ; but he may export it unknown 

to 
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t to the Regiſtry, unleſs ſome Perſons in- 
forms againſt him.'----Thus he allow 
that Mr. Webber's Scheme is effectual till 
the Wooll gets into the Manufacturers 
Hands ; and why not then as well as be- 
fore? In the firſt Place, it is natural to ſup- 
poſe that the Manufacturer would be the 
laſt Man in the Nation inclined to run 
Wooll abroad, becauſe he has a greater In- 
tereſt than any to prevent it, and that none 
can be more ſenfible than himſelf of the 
great Profit he foregoes by ſelling to Fo- 
reigners any Parcel of Wooll that he once 
gets into his Cuſtody : Beſides this Conſide- 
ration, which I dare fay will always have 
due weight with the far greateſt Number 
of Manufacturers, they will alſo be obliged 
to make it appear that they have worked 
up all the Wooll charged to their Account, 
either by producing the Goods themſelves, 
or ſhewing ts whom they have fold them; 
and it will be no ſuch difficult Matter to 
form an Eſtimate of the Goods which 
any particular Quantity of the ſeveral Sort- 
ments of Wooll will make, proper Allow- 
ance being made for waſte. The Patentees, 
on their part, will always be careful not to 


oppreſs a Manufacturer for any ſmall Defi- 


ciency in the Account, as it may ſometimes 
happen that a Parcel of Wooll is ſtolen 
froni him; and if they ſhould commence 

5 H | any 
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any vexatious Proſecution againſt him, he 
is to be tried by a Jury of his Neighbours, 
which is an Indulgence that our wwhol?/ome 
Exciſe Laws will not allow any fair Trader. 
On the other hand, it never will be in the 
Power of any one fingle Manufacturer to 
ſend a Cargo of Wooll abroad ; and a 
Combination of ſeveral of them, to carry 
on this deſtructive Practice, will be quickly 
diſcovered. So that this formidable Objec- 

tion falls to the Ground. 

As to his aſſerting, that Mr. Webber's 
Scheme would put the Nation to about 
or 600,000 Pounds yearly Charge, it is 
more than I can ſee in it; but, as he has ve- 
ry wiſely declined proving his Aſſertion, I 
hope there is no Neceſſity for giving him an 
10 Anſwer on this Head. 

6060 I believe it is now high Time for me to 
100 come to ſome Sort of Concluſion. 
MINA All the Writers on this Subject, even 
10 thoſe who put Pen to Paper with ſiniſter 
WM! Views, having unanimouſly agreed, that the 
10 Exportation of our Wooll will ſoon or late 
90 prove the Ruin of theſe Kingdoms, and the 
whole Nation being ſenſible of the fame, as 
well within Doors as without, J hope this 
Seſſion of Parliament will be the laſt Time 
of making any Complaints or Noiſe about 
the Matter. Our Repreſentatives have al- 
ready convinced all Europe that there is 
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hardly any Thing but what they may ate 
chieve, if they go in Earneſt about the 
Work. They have overthrown a Man who 
had long been the Bane of his Country, the 
Ignis Fatuus of his Sovereign, the mercena- 
ry Tool of Foreigners; and can it be fu 

ſed that their Wiſdom and Courage will 

leſs exerted in eradicating an Evil which 
threatens, not only this Nation, but all Eu- 
rope with Chains; what would it ſignify to 
pull down a Dome ick Foe, if we did not 
at the ſame time ftrike at the Foundation 
of the Grandeur and Power of our foreign 
Enemies ? 
Mr. Webber's Scheme, as far as my Ca- 
pacity can comprehend i it, would effectually 
retrieve the Woollen Trade. Whether the 
Britiſh Nation allows the Viſb a free Trade 
and takes them into the Union, or whe- 
ther they are to have only ſome ſmall Indul- 
gence granted them in the Woollen Ma- 
nufactures, it alters not Mr. Mebber's Me- 
thod : But ſome Privileges and DNowceurs 
muſt neceſſarily be granted to Treland, other- 
wiſe it will be juſt like ſhutting one Door, 
and leaving the other open to Thieves and 
Robbers; for as the Caſe now ſtands, K 
would not adviſe the impoſing a Regi 
the Iriſb for the Wooll, without fatisfy1 = 
them in what they think the Law of Na- 
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ture intitles them to. Should we go about 
it, without taking this Step at the ſame 
time, it is very much to be fear'd that 
Hane would make a bold Puſh in that 
Kingdom, and give us a great deal of Trou- 
ble by the Intereſt and Influence ſhe has a- 
mong the Papiſis there: But when greater 
Advantages are ſet before their Eyes than 
the moſt ſtupid Bigot aongmſt them can ever 
hope for from France, we may bid Defiance 
to all the Intrigues and Machinations of that 
perfidious Court: And thus, by a good Har- 
mony with the 1-:fþ of all Denomina- 
tions, the beneficial Effects of Mr. Webber's 
Scheme would immediately be felt, and in 
a few Years the Trade of the Britiſh Em- 
fire would be carried to a higher Pitch than 
it ever yet arrived at. Hitherto, by our 
wretched Policy, Ireland has been a perpe- 
tual Drawback upon us, I mean, more be- 
neficial to Foreigners than it has been either 
1 to ztſelf or to Great Britain; but let us re- 
WIT move the Cauſe and the Effect will ceaſe. 
0 Conſidering the melancholy diſtracted State 
of Affairs abroad, conſidering the low Ebb 
to which our Trade is reduced, and what an 
lll enormous national Debt we groan under, we 
11 have all the Reaſon imaginable to hope that 
0 this Important Affair, on which the Liber- 
if ties of Europe in General, and of this Na- 
| tion 
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icular abſolutely depend, will be 


on h 
but off no longer. In the Proſecution of 
ience will 


is Buſineſs, dear bought Exper 
elp us to avoid the Errors of our Fathers, 
who bravely pulled down the exorbitant 
wer of France at the Expence of their 


IlIcod and their Treaſure, but never thought 


f the Way to give her a more dead! 


ound than ſhe could receive by the Lo 
f 10 Battles and twice as many Towns. 
ay the Almighty, then, who ſo often 
zved this Nation when all Hopes ſeemed to 
> loſt, direct the Guardians of our Liber- 
es and Properties to the propereſt Meaſures 
this dangerous Conjuncture; and may all 
ch as ſhall any Way oppoſe their laudable 
ndeavours, through Prejudices of Edu- 
ation, or any private ſelfiſh Views, be re- 
orded to Poſterity as Traytors to their Coun- 


ry. 
Feb. 18. 1741-2, 
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